IMLAY CITY DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

REGULAR MEETING

NOVEMBER 08, 2010

Final
A regular meeting of the Downtown Development Authority was held on Monday,  November 8, 2010 at the Imlay City Hall, 150 N. Main St., Imlay City, MI 48444.

1.
CALL TO ORDER


Chairperson Teets called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

2.
ROLL CALL

Present: Rod Warner, Steve Teets, Joi Kempf, David Held, Remo Querciagrossa, Stu Davis,  Kim Jorgensen,  Nick Dickinson

Absent: Kelly Villanueva, Amy Brunk

Also Present: DDA Director Monica Irelan, Michael Romine, Roger Wade Young of Young & Young Architects Inc., and Kim Marrone, director, Imlay City Chamber of Commerce, Ian Kempf, Lapeer County Commissioner.

3.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Motion by Davis supported by Warner to approve agenda.

.
Unanimously Carried

4.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Michael Romine addressed the board regarding his interested in the former public safety building on Third Street. Romine is an executive chef and is interested in refurbishing the building for use as a restaurant. Architect Roger Wade provided a rough drawing of the concept restaurant. Romine says he intends to focus on cooking styles and techniques using locally grown and produced food and plans to involve students from the Lapeer County Ed Tech Center should the restaurant take shape. Romine is currently working on his business plan and visited the DDA to inform the board of his interest and seek support in the process. If the concept becomes a reality, Romine says he hopes to break ground on the refurbishing project in the spring and open before the holidays next year.

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES


A. REGULAR MEETING
OCTOBER 11, 2010

Motion by Davis supported by Warner to approve the minutes of October 11, 2010.


Unanimously Carried


.

6.
FINANCIAL REPORT


A. DDA EXPENDITURE/REVENUE REPORT


Received and filed.


B. BALANCE SHEET

Received and filed.

7.
OLD BUSINESS

Held informed the board that he is seeking an update from Frank Salmone, who last indicated to him that he had not been paid. Irelan informed the board that a check had been sent for his services.

8. 
NEW BUSINESS

A.  RENAISSANCE ZONE

Irelan screened a Power Point presentation on the technology company Grid Logic. Irelan has been working toward securing Grid Logic’s location in the Imlay City Industrial Park for several months. She told the board that Imlay City is among the finalists in Grid Logic’s location choice, the other finalist is Flint. Irelan noted that Flint has an advantage over Imlay City in that the property Grid Logic is considering is located with a ‘Renaissance Zone,’ a state program that offers tax breaks to businesses located within the zone. 

Should Imlay City remain in the running for Grid Lock, which would guarantee 167 jobs in five years, a Renaissance Zone would have to be implemented. Currently there is no Renaissance Zone in Lapeer County. Previously, County Commissioners denied a request from Imlay City for the creation of a Commercial Rehabilitation District and adopted a resolution that they would not support creation of tax incentive zones in municipalities with DDAs who capture extra voted millages. Irelan proposed that the DDA board consider passing a resolution to not capture senior millage and extra-voted millages for the next 15 years as a show of good faith to County Commissioners and in an effort to facilitate the creation of a Renaissance Zone in Imlay City. Discussion was held regarding the pros and cons of adopting such a resolution. It was noted that should the resolution be passed, the funding loss would be less than one percent of the DDA’s budget.

Motion by Davis, supported by Warner as follows: Resolved that the Imlay City DDA will not capture the county senior millage for the next 15 years; and further be resolved that the Imlay City DDA will not capture any special millages for the next 15 years—15 years as defined as January 2011 through December 2026.

Yes: Warner, Teets, Kempf, Davis, Held, Jorgensen, Querciagrossa, Dickinson.

No: none

Unanimously passed.

9. DDA DIRECTOR’S REPORT

A. SENIOR MILLAGE

Notes were attached to the packet. No longer applicable.


B. GRANT UPDATE
Notes were attached to the packet.

B. CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

Notes were attached to the packet.  

C. PROMOTIONS UPDATE

Notes were attached to the packet. Discussion was held regarding the promotions committee and how ideas and information is shared. Irelan explained that decisions made by the promotions committee are brought before the board at budget time. Irelan noted that anyone, including citizens who are not members of the board, may attend promotions meeting. Promotions meetings are held the third Wednesday of every month at 8:30 a.m. at Tietz Restaurant. Irelan encourages involvement by all who are interested.

D. GOAL UPDATE

Notes were attached to the packet. Irelan noted that there may be some budget issues that need addressing and she will approach the board in a future meeting with budget amendment recommendations.

10. MEMBR COMMENT

None.

11. ADJOURNMENT

Teets adjourned the meeting at 8:28 p.m.

Submitted by Catherine Minolli___________________________________

DDA Recording Secretary

